Asotin Planning Commission Meeting
05/09/19
Asotin City Hall, 7:00 pm
Call to order 
Roll Call: 
· Mercia Neace
· Ron Crossin 
· Elaine Greene 
· Jim Jeffreys 
· Gary Bourassa
· David Risley

Approval of minutes
· Jim Jeffreys made a motion to approve previous meeting’s minutes
· Ron Crossin seconded motion

Unfinished business
· None

New business 
· City Council asked Planning Committee to update application for variances.
· [bookmark: _GoBack]After discussion whether Planning or City can legally make changes according to Washington state law statute RCW 36.70.810, David Risley composed the following:
You will notice that the language of the State Law is essentially the same as the Asotin Zoning Ordinance that describes what a variance is and the findings that need to be made before a variance is granted.
This is not easy language to understand, but the State Law sets the rules by which the City operates.
The statute sets out the facts that must be considered and the findings that must be made before there is legal authority to grant a variance.
The questions in the current application track the state law and thus provide a start on the process of making the proper record to grant, or deny, a variance request.
The City Council asked the Commission to review questions to be used in an application for a variance and suggested that the Zoning Ordinance may be amended. My suggestion is that the Council obtain an opinion from the attorney for the City as to whether the City can depart from the State’s rules for the review and consideration of variances and whether the questions in the proposed amended application provide the Commission and the Council with the key information needed to make a record sufficient to grant or deny a variance.
· Jim Jeffreys suggested the application stay the same as it is currently, with an additional page clarifying the questions, ensuring complete answers. 
· Mercia Neace suggested the additional page be edited to look professional, using appropriate spacing, numbering, etc and the city’s logo.
Elaine Green motioned to adjourn at 7:50pm.
