


[bookmark: _Hlk20747876]  ASOTIN CITY COUNCIL MINUTES
Tuesday, November 12, 2019
Asotin City Hall, 121 Cleveland Street, Asotin WA

I. CALL TO ORDER:  Mayor Pro-Tem Bly, called the City Council Meeting to order at 5:30p.m.

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE: Councilmember Appleton Led the Pledge of Allegiance.

ROLL CALL: Joe Appleton, Jennifer Bly, Lori Loseth, Dwayne Paris, Mervin Schneider
	
STAFF PRESENT: Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers, Police Chief, Monte Renzelman, City  
                                   Attorney, Jane Richards

PRESS: KLEW TV

[bookmark: _Hlk23410221]AUDIENCE: Oscar Bly, Elaine Greene, Charlotte Tuttle, Chris Segroves, Port of Clarkston  
                        Manager, Wanda Keefer, JoAnne Miller, Leigh Zipse, Debbie Hostetler, Elaine 
                        Nagle, Jim Jeffreys   
 
III. PUBLIC HEARING: None
 
IV. ORAL COMMUNICATIONS- PUBLIC COMMENT: 
[bookmark: _Hlk24987690][bookmark: _GoBack]Debbie Hostetler stated she would like to discuss the issues on Filmore Street.  Her first concern is the stormwater utility easement. She would like an updated report to see if the items to secure the moving silt has been installed.  The second issue is the retaining wall located on the school property. She would like a copy of the engineer report. She wants to know who is the licensed contractor on the removal of the dirt by the school.  Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly stated she could discuss the Filmore Street stormwater runoff issue with Asotin County Stormwater Coordinator, Jeff Wiemer.  Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly also stated she could discuss the retaining wall issue with the school district.  Chris Segroves stated the school is working on a project with the museum to place a retaining wall.  Debbie Hostetler asked why does the agenda state Chris Segroves is asking for access to his property off of State Route 129 for 3 tax parcels.  Chris Segroves explained the three tax parcels include one for the Hostetler’s parcel and two parcels for his property to build two houses.  Debbie Hostetler stated this is the first time she is hearing about parcels for houses being involved since the last proposal was outside storage.  Chris Segroves asked Debbie Hostetler do you not want me to include asking for you to have access to your parcel off the state highway. Debbie Hostetler stated she does not want to be included until further research is done whether or not Chris Segroves is building houses or outside storage.  Debbie Hostetler stated she opposes the outside storage.  

V. [bookmark: _Hlk5097940][bookmark: _Hlk8211331][bookmark: _Hlk10017703][bookmark: _Hlk5700741][bookmark: _Hlk6908288][bookmark: _Hlk536094959][bookmark: _Hlk1648279][bookmark: _Hlk2154066][bookmark: _Hlk2852106][bookmark: _Hlk3968980]CONSENT CALENDAR:
a. [bookmark: _Hlk17709384][bookmark: _Hlk17710303][bookmark: _Hlk19100037][bookmark: _Hlk21688719][bookmark: _Hlk16077939][bookmark: _Hlk17374161]Minutes of October 28, 2019 Regular Meeting
b. Expense Checks- #42411-#42440 $13,423.92 To Include EFT’s
c. Payroll Checks- #42390-#42401 $27,638.09 Fire Fighter’s Payroll #42402-#42410 $9,624.72To Include EFT’s  
d. Voids- None
[bookmark: _Hlk24035350][bookmark: _Hlk24962310]Councilmember Loseth made a motion to approve the consent calendar.  Seconded by Councilmember Paris.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  
Approval of Unexcused and/or Excused Councilmember’s absence:
Councilmember Appleton made a motion to approve the excused absence of Mayor Bonfield due to an illness.  Seconded by Councilmember Paris.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

VI. UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk23346139][bookmark: _Hlk24035565]Interlocal Governmental Agreement Between Public Utility District No.1 of Asotin    
                              County and the City of Asotin 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly asked if the council had reviewed the updated agreement.
                              Councilmember Schneider made a motion to approve the Interlocal Governmental  
                              Agreement Between Public Utility District No.1 of Asotin County and the City of Asotin.   
                              Seconded by Councilmember Loseth.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

VII. NEW BUSINESS:
1. Chris Segroves to obtain approval from council to access property off of the State Route  
129 for 3 tax parcels
Chris Segroves stated he has an email between Washington State Department of Transportation Jacob Prilucik, Asotin County Building Inspector, Karst Riggers and Washington State Department of Transportation Ronnie Mock stating that the city has the authority to give access to his property regardless of land use type from State Route 129.  The state has a 70-foot right of way from the center of the road.  Chris Segroves stated he will not ask for Debbie Hostetler’s parcel to have access per her request and only ask for the two parcels on the property that he owns to have access from State Route 129.  Chris Segroves is asking the council for permission to access his property from State Route 129.  Councilmember Schneider stated he lives in the area and it is terrible getting out of Kings Lane to State Route 129.  There is not enough area and it is an unsafe turn.  If the property is going to be for commercial use of large boat storage the area is not wide enough for large boats to turn in to.  Councilmember Schneider stated he would vote no due safety issues such as logging trucks traveling on the same route.  Councilmember Paris stated he cannot make a decision until he knows what the land is going to be used for such as business or residential.  Plans and/or maps have not been submitted to see what the plans are for the property.  Someone pulling a 5th wheel trailer off of State Route 129 would be a safety situation. Councilmember Appleton stated he would allow access.  Councilmember Appleton stated the city sold the land with the intent to have houses built on it that would generate property taxes for the City of Asotin.  Chris Segroves stated he cannot get access off of the Fairgrounds Road.  Asotin County is taking that off as a county road.  It is being considered private property and is not an actual road.  Councilmember Loseth stated she was sympathetic and understands that Chris Segroves needs access to his land, but without a map we don’t know how that would look.  She is nervous about giving a blanket answer without knowing what the neighbors think and how it impacts everyone around you how can we move on it.  Chris Segroves stated he could have an easement through Mr. Cope’s driveway that would create an access road, but it may not be feasible due to the costs.  There were many questions and concerns between the council, Debbie Hostetler and Chris Segroves.  City Attorney, Jane Richards stated it is her professional opinion that under RCW 47.50.030 the city cannot give or grant access off a state highway that is not a city street.  

2. City of Asotin Certification of the EMS Levy for 2020 for the Asotin County Assessor
                              Councilmember Loseth made a motion to have the Mayor sign the 2020 EMS Levy           
                              Certification Letter to the Asotin County Assessor.  Seconded by Councilmember Schneider.   
                              All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

3. Asotin LIONS Club Special Occasion permit November 16th 5:30pm-11:30 pm Asotin County Fair Bennett Building. 
The Asotin City Council had no concerns with this license. It is approved.

4. Port of Clarkston Manager, Wanda Keefer to discuss the Lower Snake River Dams/Federal    
                        Waterways asking for support through signage of Resolution 2019-664
Port of Clarkston Manager, Wanda Keefer stated she is the representative in our area for the four lower Snake River dams. She presented information of what would happen if the dams were removed.  She has two items for the council to consideration, a draft impact statement which discusses the decision-making process and what will happen to our community if the dams are removed. CRSO EIS, P.O. Box 2870, Portland, OR 97208-2870
RE: Environmental Impact Statement on Columbia Snake River Operations
This is a follow-up to the City of Asotin’s letter dated December 30, 2016 in response to the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE), Bureau of Reclamation and Bonneville Power Administration (collectively “the agencies”) for input on the scope of the currently evolving Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) on Columbia Snake River Operations (CRSO) (hereinafter “scoping letter”). A copy of that letter is included as Attachment A. We understand the agencies are using, in their analysis, science-based rationale/models that calculate impacts on a regional or national level. This does a disservice to the Lewiston, ID--Clarkston, WA--Asotin, WA area and possibly other communities in the eye of the storm. The cumulative effects of dam breaching on this valley will be highly concentrated and impactful in every aspect of municipal service delivery at a time when businesses—whether agriculturally based or others—will be closing and job base diminishing, due also t breaching. If the breaching option is selected, new investments will need to be made on every front, and the CRSO EIS must be reflective of actual costs. The following are simply examples of a concentrated cumulative effect and not a complete list:
1. Coping with loss of income because local property values will have diminished due to loss of economic vitality, unfavorable environmental conditions such as constant dust from areas formerly covered by water, lack of recreational access to the water, and more.
2. Extending piping into ground water supply, likely investing in new equipment to extract water, and
potentially having to pre-treat for contaminants because there will be a higher concentration of
undesired chemicals in the water because dilution is reduced with a lower water table.
3. Extending/repairing effluent outfall piping from our wastewater treatment facilities (WWTF)1.
4. Pre-treating wastewater before it can be discharged in order to meet Water Quality Standards.
5. Shoring up or replacing WWTF plants, roadways, railways and bridges along the shoreline because
hydraulic support in the form of water in the Snake River will no longer be there to hold them in place.
6. Solving for methane gas releases from landfills along the river because water levels formerly keeping
them from the atmosphere are gone.
7. Expending capital and operating resources to restore and/or operate recreation facilities formerly
operated by USACE, many of which draw water from the river for irrigation or provide access to the
river.  Based on the results of the 1992 drawdown, which decreased water levels to 70% of where they will be with breaching (see Attachment C which is a photo of water near the Highway 12 bridge between Clarkston and Lewiston), we estimate that 7/8 of the water creating the lake effect in our community will be gone.

[image: ]
      Councilmember Appleton made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-664 A Resolution of      
      the City of Asotin Washington Supporting the Lower Snake River Dams and the Federal  
                              Columbia River Power System and Recognizing its Role in Environmental Stewardship.    
                              Seconded by Councilmember Paris.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

Councilmember Schneider made a motion to approve Mayor Bonfield to sign the Environmental Impact Statement on Columbia Snake River Operations letter.  Seconded by Councilmember Paris.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

Port of Clarkston Manager, Wanda Keefer stated there will be a meeting January 7th at 6:30pm at Quality Inn.  Doors open at 6pm.  The legislators that proposed Governor Inslee to spend $750,000 on this survey will be speaking.  She encourages everyone to attend, however, this meeting will be to inform you of how to submit comments on the subject.

VIII. CONSULTANT/CONTRACTOR REPORTS: None
Keller Associates, Inc. 						
a. TIB 4th Street Rehabilitation
b. 2019-2020 TIB 2nd Street Pavement Project

IX. CLERK’S REPORT:          
1. PUD installing meters and lines on 2nd Street November 6th – November 22nd 
Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers stated PUD is installing meters and lines on 2nd Street and should be completed within the next two weeks.

2. Update on Asotin’s Holiday Craft Fair
Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers stated there were 3,012 people who came through the   
Asotin-Anatone School gym doors to shop at the 85 vendors that participated in Asotin’s  
Holiday Craft Fair.  The vendors and the shoppers felt it was another successful event. 


3. 2020 Census Supervisory and Non-Supervisory positions available for Asotin County
Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers stated the next Census meeting will be December 5th at the Asotin County Library.  She will be attending and report on the update.

4. October 2019 Asotin Municipal Court
       The City of Asotin Municipal Court received $2,857.00 for fines and fees for October.    
 $1,608.03 was distributed to the State of Washington.  $21.58 was distributed to Asotin    
 County for Crime Victims.  The city received $1,227.39.                

5. Past Due Utility Accounts for October
 Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers reported there were 46 past due utility accounts for  
 October. Four shut off notices were delivered.  

6. Preliminary Budget
Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers presented the 2020 preliminary budget.  The council did not have any questions or concerns.
  
DEPARTMENTS:
a. POLICE DEPARTMENT: 
Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated Whitcom which is located in Pullman WA staffing is at 50%.  They are struggling to find employees.  At this time, they are offering off duty officers to take calls.  Councilmember Loseth asked what qualifications are needed to be a dispatcher.  At the Police Officer level, it is system training.  Off the street dispatchers receive on the job training but are required to pass an extensive back ground check and psychological tests.

Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated the Whitcom contract between Asotin County and Whitcom has expired.  Therefore, the contract with Whitcom and City of Asotin has also expired.  However, all entities are currently meeting to work on the contract.  Payments and services will continue as usual since the city is charged by usage.  Contract will continue as is until negations are completed. 

Police Chief, Monte Renzelman has applied for a $5,000.00 grant through WASPC for a flashing speed sign.  The sign will be mobile for different locations.  Public Works Superintendent, Bob Portlock will be installing permanent cemented holes at different locations to place the mobile sign quarterly.  It is solar powered and has a traffic counter.    

Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated Halloween was a huge success at Trick-R-Trunk.  Lots of kids were very happy.

Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated he will be attending WASPC.  He reported that he and Reserve Officer Donna Manchester had Taser training. 

Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated the Jail is moving forward.  The voting efforts was a huge success.  The next step is to obtain Request For Qualifications (RFQ) for an architect to look at locations. 

Resident, Elaine Nagle stated she seen Police Chief, Monte Renzelman on the streets during Halloween talking to the adults and children and keeping everyone safe.  Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated yes that is what he and the City of Asotin Fire Department does on Halloween.  
Police Chief, Monte Renzelman stated he is working on the City of Asotin section of the Hazard Mitigation Plan for Asotin County.  

b. CITY ATTORNEY: None

c. FIRE DEPARTMENT:  
City of Asotin Fire Lieutenant, Dwayne Paris stated he appreciates the working relationship with the surrounding first responder entities.  The City of Asotin Fire Department assisted with a grass/field fire and a structure fire in the past week.

d. PLANNI NG COMMISSION: 
· Next Planning Commission meeting will be Thursday, January 9, 2020 7:00pm City Hall 

· Planning Commission still has an opening for a commissioner.  Please contact City Hall for an application or call 509-243-4411

· Chairman, Jim Jeffreys stated the Planning Commission is examining the Comprehensive Plan.  He stated the Planning Commission is responsible to update and maintain this living document.  Therefore, the Planning Commission will be having additional meetings to keep this document updated.  The Comprehensive Plan is key to receiving federal, state and local grants.  The last update was in 2008.   

e. ASOTIN MUNICIPAL COURT:
2019 ASOTIN MUNICIPAL COURT DATES November 21    December 19	

f. ASOTIN DAYS:   
· Next Regular Meeting Wednesday, January 15, 2020     5:30pm     City Hall

COMMITTEE REPORTS:
a.	Mayor Pro-Tem–Jennifer Bly
b.	Administrative Personnel-Jennifer Bly
c.	Public Safety (Law Enforcement, Fire Safety, Emergency Services)–Joe Appleton & Dwayne Paris
d.	Public Works (Water, Sewer, Utility Franchises)–Jenifer Bly
e.	Transportation (Streets, Dept of Transportation Liaison) - Mervin Schneider
f.	Parks and Recreation (Parks, Cemetery, Asotin Community Center)– Joe Appleton & Mervin Schneider
g.	Finance - Jennifer Bly & Mervin Schneider
h.	Asotin County EMS Board -Lori Loseth		        Quarterly 2nd Tuesday @ 7:30am Tri-State Hospital	
i.	Asotin County Health District - Vikki Bonfield & Lori Loseth  4th Monday @ 1pm Asotin County Annex
j.	PTBA - Mervin Schneider			                    2nd Wednesday @ Clarkston PTBA Bldg 15th Street
k.	MPO Technical Advisory Committee - Bob Portlock    4th Wednesday @ 1:30pm Lewiston Public Works Bldg
l.	MPO Policy Board–Vikki Bonfield                                 2ndThursday @ 4pm Lewiston Public Works Bldg
m.	Stormwater - Jennifer Bly & Bob Portlock		        Quarterly 2nd Monday @ 3-5pm Asotin County Annex
[bookmark: _Hlk536095806][bookmark: _Hlk536095879]n.	Asotin Days - Lori Loseth			                    3rd Wednesday of the month @ 5:30pm City Hall	

X. COUNCIL COMMUNICATIONS:
Agenda Related Topics
Joe Appleton- None
Jennifer Bly-   None
Lori Loseth-    None
Dwayne Paris- None
Mervin Schneider- Councilmember Schneider wanted to thank Police Chief, Monte Renzelman for working with WSDOT to get the yellow signs up which are more noticeable. 

MAYOR’S REPORT:  None

XI. RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:
[bookmark: _Hlk21688770][bookmark: _Hlk24035442]                        1. Resolution 2019-664 A Resolution of the City of Asotin Washington Supporting the  
                            Lower Snake River Dams and the Federal Columbia River Power System and    
                            Recognizing its Role in Environmental Stewardship      
[bookmark: _Hlk24962822]                            Councilmember Appleton made a motion to approve Resolution 2019-664 A Resolution of the  
                            City of Asotin Washington Supporting the Lower Snake River Dams and the Federal  
                            Columbia River Power System and Recognizing its Role in Environmental Stewardship.    
                            Seconded by Councilmember Paris.  All Ayes. There was no discussion.  Motion carried.  

EXECUTIVE SESSION: RCW 42.30.110(i) Contracts 7:15pm-7:45pm      15 minutes    
Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly asked for an Executive Session for contracts for 15 minutes. 7:30pm Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly asked for an extension of 15 minutes. 

Executive Session closed at 7:45pm 

No decisions made.
  
ADJOURNMENT: Motion to adjourn the meeting made by Councilmember Schneider. Seconded by Councilmember Bly. There was no discussion. All Ayes. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8pm.


_________________________________ 
Mayor Pro-Tem, Bly


 
__________________________________
Clerk/Treasurer, Tiffany Rogers














Page 7 of 8

image2.emf

